MYSTERIOUS MONUMENTS

A monument is any structure built in memory of a
person or an event. It can be a statue of a king, a general or
an explorer, a tower or column with names and words on it, or just an

ancient heap of earth grown over with grass. National monuments

can include historic buildings and even natural features, such as rocks.

@ Stone circles often seem to be arranged so that they correspond
with ancient annual festivals, such as the Summier Solstice.

Why did ancient peoples
build circles of stone?

It was probably for religious reasons.
Some structures may have been used as
calendars to mark the seasons — it is thought
that ancient peoples could use the positions of
the stones to help them fix dates by studying
the Sun and stars. They could also have been
used as giant maps, to show the direction of ‘

settlements. People met at these mysterious

monuments for importam ceremonies.

Ancient monuments

Amazing facts

STONEHENGE

Eighty ‘bluestones’ weighing up to
4 tonnes each were brought to
Stonehenge from Wales, a distance

Circles and mounds

Stonehenge England  Rings of cut stones  Built between 2950 and 1600 Bc of 385 km.
Silbury Hill  England Mound 40 m high  About 2100 8c

Carnac France 3,000 stones Dates vary; about 2000 B¢

Avebury England  Stone circles About 2000 Bc

and earth banks

The biggest upright stones are
9 m long and weigh 50 tonnes;
they came from 30 km away.
Stonehenge may have been a
temple, a meeting place or an
astronomical observatory.

Where is the Great
i Serpent Mound?

| In the woodland of Ohio, USA. It looks

like a giant snake coiled round upon itself,
but it is actually a mound of earth. Known as
the Great Serpent Mound, it was created mor
than 2,000 years ago, and there are hundreds
of other mounds like it. The mounds were
piled up by Native American people across
North America. Many were burial places, but
the reasons for others remain a mystery.
Monks Mound in the US state of Illinois is
30 m high and covers an area the size of ten

soccer pitches! All the work to make it was

@ | was done by hand.
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