The Confucius Institute in Quebec offers non-credit Chinese
language and cultural courses to the general public. Enrollment

in the Chinese courses is very good with approximately 400

students registered each year. At the moment, there are a total of

10 beginner, intermediate and advanced level language courses

being offered per year. The Confucius Institute offers more

courses than any other educational institution in Quebec, and is

by far the most popular. 0
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Graduate Programs

The Programs are a very heavy structure in which we involve
most of our energy and resources. It was a very long process to
build, organize, put in place and publicize the programs in order
to attract Graduate students. The Programs are of very high
quality, recognized by Ministry of Education, by the Québec Bar
(in the case of our Graduate Program in Chinese Law) and they
are starting to be well known and to attract more students. Those
Programs will be the financial central structure of our Confucius
Institute, as long as we keep publicizing the Programs and build
their reputation through students experience and word-of-mouth
among the China-interested community of Québec, which grow
larger every year.

Language Center

In addition to Graduate Programs we also offer Chinese
language coutses to students in the city of Sherbrooke. We offer
two level of Chinese language: beginners and intermediate.

Third-Age University

Third-Age University is especially for people over 50 years old

who wish to continue studying and offers Programs designated
for them. It has 26 antennas in all regions of Québec province
and approximately 11 000 students every semestet.

Starting in February, we will offer those students activities related

to China and Chinese culture such as Chinese language, culture

and history. Those activities will be conferences, seminars or

formal courses. We are also thinking of organizing a travel tour

in China following the education part of the project. Il
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One of the most important works for the Confucius Institute
in Quebec is the local promotion of Chinese language. The
Institute organizes occasions for local school principles to
visit China, and runs summer camps in China for high school
students.

An important goal is to establish relationships between Chinese
students and local students by way of student exchange

programs. An example is the Chinese Children’s Arts Group

which came to Canada to perform in local schools. These

types of interactions produce very positive results. Often, local
schools ask the Confucius Institute to recommend qualified

teachers for their Chinese language programs. There are more

and more teachers working in local schools, teaching Chinese
language courses. |7
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