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mountain-biking and ice-climbing. An Extreme Games competition is held each summer in
Rhode Island. It features sports such as sky-surfing, where people jump from airplanes with
surfboards attached to their feet. //

What makes extreme sports so popular? I think the main reason is that people love the thrill.
City people in particular want to be outdoors on weekends and do something challenging. With

the new equipment available today people can take greater risks without getting hurt. And the
risk itself is part of the appeal. Once you have been mountain biking or snow-boarding, it’s

impossible to go back to cycling or skiing. They are just too boring. //

Extreme sports are certainly not for everyone. Most people still prefer to play baseball or
basketball or watch sports on TV. But extreme sports are definitely gaining in popularity.

These fresh and exciting sports could well be the wave of the future. //

7.4 Rogge’s speech at the Athens Olympics

E SN XEWHIEYRBEMRRES ERBH(Dr. Jacques
Rogge)#£ 2004 FR# BT £ FF R X Ly #iE,
= 7. BRERAENESSBWBVILEREAFTES, FEFESTEM

B FF %8 O 1F

] iC 5 4 1%

the Hellenic Republic
pay a triple homage
Olympia

Pierre de Coubertin
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doping
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Mr. President of the Hellenic
g " Republic,

Dear Greek Friends,

Tonight, the whole world is paying
Greece a triple homage.

Humanity owes you this marvellous
adventure that is the Olympic Games,

created 28 centuries ago in Olympia.

The world is also honouring you for

having revived these Games in 1896, here in Athens, following the call of Pierre de Coubertin,

the founder of the modern Olympic Games. //




TERER

Above all, the world is honouring and thanking you tonight for the organisation of the Olympic
Games, which are coming back to their roots.
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Thank you to everyone who has supported the Olympic Games, in particular, a special thanks
to the wonderful volunteers, without whom nothing would be possible. //
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Athletes, I turn to you now. This is the moment you deserve to enjoy, the culmination of your
hard work and dedication. Through your conduct, give us reasons to believe in sport that is

increasingly credible and pure, by rejecting doping and respecting fair play! &) dignity
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Our world today is in need of peace, tolerance and brotherhood. //
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Athletes from all 202 countries, show us that sport unites, overcoming national, political. b
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May the Games be held in peace, in the true spirit of the Olympic Truce that was created here.

Thank you Athens! Thank you Greece!

- se kL |
I now have the honour of inviting the President of the Hellenic Republic to open the Games of 6 Dlympic £
the XXVIII Olympiad of the modern era. // e
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